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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-3, 7-9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 17, 18, 
and 20-22 in the reply filed on August 29, 2006 is acknowledged. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Regarding claim 13, the claimed language, "comprises a shock absorbing 
device" is unclear. It appears as though the claimed, "shock absorbing device" is the 
claimed "cover". Therefore, the word "comprises" should be replaced with "acts as" or 
some other similar language. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
not supported by either a credible asserted utility or a well established utility. 

The claimed, "method of preventing a loss of the removable cover comprising the 
steps of: configuring... unless an enabling device is connected to the image forming 
device; and configuring... the enabling device" has no specific tangible result. 

Claims 20-22 are also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph. Specifically, 
since the claimed invention is not supported by either a credible asserted utility or a well 
established utility for the reasons set forth above, one skilled in the art clearly would not 
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know how to use the claimed invention. The steps related to "preventing a loss of the 
removable cover" are not conveyed to enable one of ordinary skill in the art to use the 
claimed invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-3 and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1, 8 and 9, the claimed, "serving a second function which is 
different from the first function while maintaining the first function, such that the 
external cover is provided to the first device or the second device in a state different 
from a state when the second device is not fitted to the main unit of the first device" is 
indefinite. Specifically, regarding the claimed, "maintaining the first function" it is unclear 
how the external cover can serve as a section function, which is different function, while 
still maintaining a first function. Furthermore, regarding the claimed "or the second 
device", it is unclear how the external cover is provided to the second device, when it is 
not shown or described in the figures or specification. It can be seen in figures 1-2 that 
the "external cover (40)" is only provided on the claimed "first device", not the "second 
device." Also, the claims are directed towards an "external cover" and the language of 
claims 1-3 and 7 do not define structure to the claimed "external cover". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 7, 10, 11 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Cavello et al. (US Pat. # 5,769,646), hereinafter referred to as Cavello. 

Regarding claim 1, Cavello teaches, "An external cover (12) covering an 
attaching section (30) which is provided in a main unit (10) of a first device to fit a 
second device (60) to the main unit of the first device, the external cover (12), when the 
second device (60) is not fitted to the main unit of the first device, serving a first function 
as a cover for the attaching section (see Fig. 1, ref. # 12), the external cover (12), when 
the second device (60) is fitted to the main unit (10) of the first device, serving a second 
function (Col. 6, Ln. 33-38) which is different from the first function while maintaining the 
first function, such that the external cover is provided to the first device or the second 
device in a state different from a state when the second device is not fitted to the main 
unit of the first device (see Fig. 1, ref. # 12 compared to Fig. 2A)." 

Regarding claim 7, Cavello teaches, "the second function is a function associated 
with the second device (Fig. 2A, ref. # 64 in 26)." 

Regarding claim 10, Cavello teaches, "An image forming device (10) comprising 
an attachment section (30) at which said image forming device is connectable to an 
auxiliary device (60), said image forming device (10) including a removable cover (12) 
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attachable to said image forming device (10) in a first manner to cover said attachment 
section (30) and in a second manner to enable said image forming device and the 
auxiliary device to function together when the auxiliary device is connected to said 
image forming device (60 connecting to 30, and 64 fitting in 26)." 

Regarding claim 11, Cavello teaches, "said removable cover is secured to said 
image forming device at a first location to cover said attachment section and at a 
second location spaced from said first location to enable said image forming device and 
the auxiliary device to function together when the auxiliary device is connected to said 
image forming device (Fig. 1, and Fig. 2A)." 

Regarding claim 14, Cavello teaches, "said cover comprises a reflective surface 
(see Col. 6, Ln. 46, plastic is reflective)." 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 13 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 17-18 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claim 17, the prior art does not teach or suggest the claimed, 
"repositioning the removable cover and reattaching the removable cover at the 
enablement section; attaching the auxiliary device to the imaging forming device such 
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that the removable cover enables the joint operation of the image forming device and 
the auxiliary device." 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan D. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2726. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Gray can be reached on 571-272-21 19. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 



Ryan D. Walsh 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2852 
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